A GENERATION OF GOOD FATHERS

explained to them, more highly than actual material wealth.
Yet a raising of their economic status was always almost
identical in their eyes with becoming, or being able to
become, more cultured. For it meant money for musical
Instruments of which they were fond, of nice clothes which
were a symbol of refined position, apart from pleasing the
eye. Glavira was particularly keen on the theatre. She
saw each play three times when the artists from Moscow
were in town on their tour through Arctic centres.

An elderly carpenter who had come to Igarka on a two
years' contract told me that his economic position had not
materially improved since before the revolution, because he
was always a successful and skilled worker. 'But we have
risen in human values in self-esteem and are given all possi-
bilities to satisfy our spiritual needs, to study and to read, to
become educated and cultured, and that after all is the only
thing which lifts men above animals, is it not?'
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